MINUTES OF THE BUCHANAN SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMMISSIONER’S MEETING
INDEPENDENCE, IA
Tuesday, July 22, 2025
2:00 p.m. at the Independence Field Office

Those in attendance were:
Commissioners

Sean Dolan, Chair

Tim Halligan *

Cameron Cocking

Dale Priebe

Becky Lindsay

*Absent from Meeting

*[inda Walthart, Assistant Commissioner

Staff & Others
Julie Althaus, Conservation Assistant
Evan Ronnebaum, District Conservationist

The meeting was called to order by Dolan at 2:08 p.m.
Adopt Agenda

Dolan called to adopt the agenda.
26-01 Motion by Cocking to approve the agenda. Seconded by Lindsay. Motion carried.

Guests —
None

Approval of Monthly Meeting Minutes dated June 17, 2025

Dolan called for the approval of June 17, 2025, Monthly Meeting,

26-02 Motion by Lindsay to approve the monthly meeting minutes of June 17, 2025, Seconded by Cocking.
Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report & Bills to Be Paid-

e Review of the Bank Reconciliations for June 30, 2025, and TR, along with bills to be paid.

26-03 Motion by Cocking to approve June 30" TR and July bills to be paid. Seconded by Lindsay. Motion
carried.

FARMS Cost Share Update

FARMS Ledgers Remaining Balances, as of June 17, 2025 - IFIP $17,407.00; REAP F/NG $2,808.72; REAP P $9,190.35.

Applications to Be Approved



Practice # Name Program Practice Estimated Cost Share Action
Cost Amt
126654 Alber, wQl Cover Crops $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Nathan — Previous
124653 Baragary, WQI Cover Crops $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Eldon — Previous
User
124649 Baragary, wWQlI Cover Crops $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Ryan -Previous
User
127213 Cameron, wWQI Cover Crops $9.600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Chris — Previous
User
127071 Cameron, WQlI Cover Crops $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Craig — Previous
User
129663 Dage, Brett WOQI No-Till $6,400.00 $3,200.00 Approve
127962 Dolan, wQlI Cover Crops $9.093.00 $3,031.00 Approve
William — Previous
User
127929 Dolan, Sean wQlI Cover Crops- | $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Previous
User
125836 Gentz, Curt wQl Cover Crops- $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Previous
User
127849 Milbach, wQl Cover Crops- $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Keith Previous
126824 Osvald, WwQI Cover Crops- $8,989.98 $2,996.66 Approve
Dustin Previous
130229 Slattery, WQlI Cover Crops- |  $9,439.20 $3,146.40 Approve
Andrew Previous
129304 Sperfslage, wQlI Cover Crops- $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Richard Previous
126766 Strauel WQI Cover Crops $9,600.00 $3,200.00 Approve
Farms — Previous
129695 Fuller, WQlI Cover Crops- $6,000.00 $2,000.00 Approve
Raymond Previous
129690 Fuller, wQlI Cover Crops- $6,000.00 $2,000.00 Approve
Nicholas Previous
129236 Fischels, Middle Cedar | Cover Crops $1,025.00 $2,050.00 Approve
Douglas HUC 8
130235 Noe, Derek | Middle Cedar | Cover Crops $5,553.75 $11,107.50 Approve
HUC 8

FARMS Completed Cost Share Projects & Maintenance Agreements




Practice # Name Program Practice Estimated Cost Share Action
Cost Amt

26-04 Motion by Priebe to approve applications for Cost Share. Seconded by Cocking. Motion carried.

Pheasants Forever Report
Everyone received her quarterly newsletter. She has been helping with the CRP renewals for the 38E Safe
Acres.

Conservation Districts of [owa
Dolan will not be able to attend Conference on August 25" & 26™. It was discussed and Cocking is going to
check and see if he can attend.

Dolan reported that out of the votes there are only approximately 6 that need to be discussed, so those will be
the only ones that will need to be voted on. All of the others passed, so they won’t need to be voted on.

Watersheds
A. Middle Cedar — There was a Zoom Meeting on July 17", no one was able to attend that one.

B. Maquoketa Watershed -~ We all received a newsletter from Erin.

C. Upper Wapsi — There was a meeting on July 15" at Twin Ponds, Dolan reported that he was unable to
attend but stated that they had elections and John Kurtz was voted back in as President and Orlan Love
was voted as Vice President.

District Conservationist Report - Evan Ronnebaum, District Conservationist

e EQIP - We had one contract accepted. It needs to be completed by August. Waiting on Cultural
Resources out of Nebraska.

e CSP — There were only 2 applications selected for the whole Quad.

e Evan Ronnebaum went over the scenario of the options of the reduction of workforce and explained to
the commissioners.

e CRP - Approximately 100 contracts to re-enrolled. There are 10 to 12 new CRP contracts.
Evan asked the commissioners if it would be possible for them not to sign the CRP plans. Althaus and
Dolan explained to him that the districts have the choice to sign the plans or not and Buchanan has made
the decision to sign them. It is in their district policy.

IA Department of Ag and Land Stewardship —

e 780 Hour Position — we have the paperwork all done for Jim; he will be returning sometime in August. It
was asked how the position works. Althaus explained that the commissioners sign the agreement, they



are responsible for 20% of their wages. DSC does all the payroll and withholdings. The District gets
billed on a quarterly basis.
e DSC is also started to fill a few State Technician positions, so that is a positive.

NACD - nothing currently

District Activities
A. Buchanan County Fair Watermelon Feed on Saturday, July 19" — we had a great day! Went through all
the watermelons. Enjoyed the comments from people how they were looking forward to it! We also

handed out Pollinator Activity Books to the kids. Dolan needs to turn in his receipts.

B. On July 24", Evan and Julie were asked to speak at an open house that Dylan and Greg Fangman are
hosting at 5:30 p.m. Julie will be unable to attend due to a conflict.

C. Dick Sloan’s Wetland Project -it was discussed about the possibility possibility of having a field day
out to Dick’s.

Conservation Plans — 14
26-05 Motion by Cocking to approve the Conservation Plans. Seconded by Lindsay. Motion carried.

Other Items —

Our next commissioner’s meeting is scheduled for August 26th at 2:00 p.m. here at the USDA Office.

Adjourned at 3:31 p.m.
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